
Wizz Air ouvrira 4 nouvelles
liaisons entre le Benelux et
l’Ukraine

Deux nouvelles routes au départ de l’aéroport de Charleroi

Wizz Air, la compagnie aérienne low-cost à la croissance la
plus rapide d’Europe, annonce une expansion majeure sur le
marché ukrainien avec un doublement de sa capacité, suite à la
signature de l’accord ‘Open Skies’ entre l’UE et l’Ukraine le
12 octobre 2021. En conséquence, Wizz Air assurera des vols
entre  Brussels  South  Charleroi  Airport  et  la  capitale
ukrainienne KIev, à partir du 19 décembre 2021. À partir du
1er juin 2022, les avions de WIZZ assureront également la
liaison entre l’aéroport de Charleroi et Lviv. Toutes les
nouvelles routes seront desservies deux fois par semaine. Ces
villes  viendront  s’ajouter  aux  17  destinations  WIZZ  déjà
proposées au départ de Charleroi. Les billets d’avion sont
déjà disponibles en ligne sur  wizzair.com et via mobile app à
partir de 24,99 EUR *.
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La compagnie aérienne basera 5 avions Airbus 321 à Kiev au
début de la saison estivale. Avec ces nouveaux avions, WIZZ
exploitera  12  nouvelles  liaisons  vers  Paris-Beauvais,
Charleroi,  Eindhoven,  Nice,  Barcelone,  Madrid,  Alicante,
Malaga,  Porto,  Palma  De  Mallorca,  Chania-Crète  et  Bâle-
Mulhouse-Freiburg. Deux nouveaux Airbus 321 seront affectés à
la  base  de  WIZZ  à  Lviv  et  desserviront  9  nouvelles
destinations  (Paris-Beauvais,  Madrid,  Eindhoven,  Barcelone,
Charleroi,  Nice,  Trévise,  Athènes  et  Thessalonique).  En
conséquence,  Wizz  Air  augmentera  sa  flotte  à  8  avions  à
l’aéroport international de Kiev et à 3 avions à Lviv. La
compagnie aérienne ajoute également de nouvelles routes au
départ d’Odessa vers Londres Luton, Pardubice, Athènes, et de
Kharkiv  vers  Thessalonique  et  Pardubice.  En  outre,  la
fréquence de 25 routes déjà exploitées au départ de l’Ukraine
sera augmentée.

Wizz Air a commencé ses opérations en Ukraine en 2008 et
depuis, la compagnie aérienne a transporté plus de 11 millions
de passagers depuis et vers l’Ukraine. Wizz Air a l’ambition
d’atteindre une croissance de 120% en Ukraine pour la saison
d’été 2022, faisant ainsi de Wizz Air la plus grande compagnie
aérienne d’Ukraine.

Robert Carey, Président du Groupe Wizz Air: “Cette expansion



majeure de Wizz Air en Ukraine est une excellente nouvelle
pour  les  voyageurs  ukrainiens  ainsi  que  pour  ceux  qui
souhaitent visiter le pays. Grâce au nouvel accord Open Skies
de l’UE, nous allons plus que doubler notre capacité vers
l’Ukraine, avec l’ajout de 5 nouveaux avions à notre base de
Kiev  et  de  2  nouveaux  avions  à  Lviv.  Ces  avions
supplémentaires  nous  permettront  de  lancer  26  nouvelles
liaisons  au  départ  de  Kiev,  Lviv,  Odessa  et  Kharkiv  et
d’augmenter  les  fréquences  sur  25  liaisons  existantes  au
départ de l’Ukraine. Au total, Wizz Air exploitera 117 routes
vers 22 pays au départ de l’Ukraine, dont 11 avions basés au
total.  Plus d’avions basés et plus de liaisons à bas prix
signifient  plus  d’emplois.  Cet  investissement  stimulera
davantage  l’économie  locale,  ainsi  que  les  secteurs  de
l’aviation et du tourisme. Nous sommes impatients d’accueillir
davantage de passagers à bord de nos avions modernes, offrant
un service de qualité.

LES NOUVELLES LIGNES DE WIZZ AIR ENTRE LE BENELUX ET L’UKRAINE

ROUTE JOURS DE VOL
A PARTIR

DE*
PREMIER VOL

EINDHOVEN – KIEV mardi, samedi 24,99 EUR
18 décembre

2021



CHARLEROI – KIEV
mercredi,
dimanche

24,99 EUR
19 décembre

2021

EINDHOVEN – LVIV jeudi, dimanche 24,99 EUR 27 mars 2022

CHARLEROI – LVIV
mercredi,
vendredi

24,99 EUR 1 juin 2022

Wizz Air a été l’une des premières compagnies aériennes à
introduire  une  nouvelle  ère  de  voyage  avec  des  mesures
d’hygiène renforcées pour assurer la santé et la sécurité des
passagers  et  de  l’équipage  sur  l’ensemble  de  son
réseau. Cliquez ici pour voir la vidéo sur la santé et la
sécurité de Wizz Air.

En ajoutant WIZZ Flex à une réservation, les passagers peuvent
être  assurés  que  si  les  circonstances  changent,  ou  s’ils
souhaitent simplement voyager à une date différente ou vers
une  destination  différente,  ils  pourront  effectuer  une
nouvelle  réservation  sur  n’importe  quel  vol  WIZZ  de  leur
choix. Cela offre une couche supplémentaire de protection et
de tranquillité d’esprit pour les réservations de passagers en
ces temps incertains.

 

75  bougies  pour
InterContinental,  la  plus
grande  marque  hôtelière  de
luxe de la planète
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Intercontinental Hotels and Resorts célèbre
son  anniversaire  de  diamant  avec  éclat,  en  proposant  aux
voyageurs une série d’expériences exclusives à vivre au sein
d’une sélection de ses hôtels aux quatre coins du monde. Ainsi
l’InterContinental  London  Park  Lane  et  l’InterContinental
Edinburgh The George invitent-ils par exemple, dans le cadre
d’un forfait commun, à découvrir les coulisses du Palais de
Kensington,  effectuer  une  visite  privée  des  joyaux  de  la
couronne, dîner au château d’Édimbourg ou encore admirer une
collection  d’art  privée  au  sein  de  la  Marchmont  House  en
compagnie d’un expert de Sotheby’s !

De son côté, l’Intercontinental Danang Sun Peninsula Resort au
Vietnam  offre  la  possibilité  de  converser  par  vidéo  avec
l’icône  culinaire  Pierre  Gagnaire  avant  de  dîner  en  son
restaurant La Maison 1888 – un repas d’exception accompagné
par des millésimes uniques de la collection exclusive Cellar
Treasures. Ce forfait avec séjour au sein d’une luxueuse villa
à deux chambres et majordome comprend également, entre autres,
une  visite  privée  de  la  toute  nouvelle  Bensley  Outsider
Gallery.

Pour son 75ème anniversaire, InterContinental s’est par ailleurs
associé aux champagnes Piper-Heidsieck et au gin The Botanist
Islay Dry pour proposer un cocktail spécialInterContinental75
servi dans plus de 130 de ses établissements dans le monde.
Version  revisitée  du  classique  French75,  cette  boisson
rafraîchissante exhale des arômes délicieusement floraux, avec
un  soupçon  de  miel  et  des  notes  d’agrumes,  d’herbes
aromatiques  et  de  miel.

InterContinental : une chaîne pionnière
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devenue la plus grande marque hôtelière de luxe mondiale

En 1946, Juan Trippe, fondateur de Pan American World Airways,
décide de diversifier sa compagnie aérienne dans le secteur
hôtelier.  Pressentant  l’essor  rapide  du  voyage  en  cette
période  d’après-guerre,  ce  pionnier  décide  d’apporter  le
complément indispensable à ses services de transport : un
hébergement hôtelier de luxe qui permettra à la génération
émergente de grands voyageurs de travailler et de se détendre
à  chacune  de  ses  escales.  En  avance  sur  son  temps,  il
privilégie  aussi  l’ancrage  local  sur  l’uniformisation  des
établissements et de leurs prestations : chaque hôtel sera
différent  et  offrira  le  goût  particulier  de  chaque
destination.  D’un  premier  hôtel  brésilien,  la  marque  est
passée au cours des 75 dernières années à un portefeuille de
plus de 200 établissements : la plus grande marque hôtelière
de luxe internationale (histoire de la marque et anecdotes
ici)

L’ancrage local privilégié : la philosophie originelle de la
chaîne illustrée par les 6 hôtels InterContinental de France

Paris, Cannes, Marseille, Bordeaux et Lyon : c’est dans cinq
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villes-phares  de  l’Hexagone  que  la  chaîne  InterContinental
Hotels & Resorts a ouvert ses six établissements français*,
qui comptent parmi les plus grandioses de son portefeuille
mondial. Que ce soit dans la Cité phocéenne, la Capitale des
Gaules  ou  la  capitale,  la  chaîne  a  investi  des  efforts
considérables pour redonner vie et lustre à des monuments
historiques emblématiques, tels que les centenaires Hôtel-Dieu
de Marseille et Lyon, l’iconique Carlton sublime témoin de la
Belle époque, ou encore le Grand Hôtel Paris à l’inimitable
splendeur Second Empire qui vient d’être intégralement rénové.

(*) InterContinental Paris Le Grand, InterContinental Paris –
avenue  Marceau,  InterContinental  Carlton  Cannes,
InterContinental  Marseille  –  Hotel  Dieu,  InterContinental
Bordeaux – Le Grand Hotel et InterContinental Lyon – Hotel
Dieu).

Transformé en 5 étoiles après
une  rénovation  complète,
l’Hotel Riu Palace Maspalomas
rouvre ses portes
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L’hôtel devient un Adults Only et propose de nouveaux
services et installations, dont une terrasse chill out
avec de magnifiques vues sur les dunes de Maspalomas
Avec cette rénovation et cette réouverture, RIU finalise
l’activation  de  tous  ses  établissements  des  îles
Canaries  et  d’Espagne
Désormais,  RIU  dispose  en  Grande  Canarie  d’un  parc
hôtelier  totalement  actualisé  et,  fin  2021,  avec  la
rénovation  du  Riu  Paraiso  Lanzarote,  tous  ses
établissements des îles Canaries seront remis au goût du
jour

RIU Hotels & Resorts annonce la réouverture du Riu Palace
Maspalomas,  en  Grande  Canarie.  Après  une  impressionnante
rénovation de près de cinq mois, cet établissement devient un
5  étoiles  et  un  Adults  Only.  Les  hôtes  du  Riu  Palace
Maspalomas  peuvent  à  présent  s’offrir  une  expérience  de
vacances exclusive en profitant toujours du célèbre service
RIU dans cet établissement élégant et moderne doté de nouveaux
restaurants, bars et services. Avec cette réouverture, RIU
réactive l’ensemble de son offre en Espagne et l’ensemble de
ses hôtels rénovés en Grande Canarie.

Pour la chaîne hôtelière, le Riu
Palace  Maspalomas  est
l’incarnation  même  de
l’élégance.  Le  tout  premier
hôtel de la gamme Riu Palace a
toujours  été  une  source  de
fierté pour son architecture et
sa  sophistication,  mais  avant
tout  pour  son  emplacement  incomparable  face  aux  dunes  de
Maspalomas.

Situé dans le cadre privilégié de la Playa del Inglés, cet
hôtel est entouré par de magnifiques jardins et les superbes
dunes  de  Maspalomas.  Après  une  rénovation  intégrale,  ses
installations  offrent  tout  le  nécessaire  pour  vivre  une

http://l.prensa.riu.com/rts/go2.aspx?h=19015&tp=i-1NGB-Ep-f0-16c3-1c-1vS-1c-16aY-l6NFdyFJOA-NtQEn
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expérience unique : vastes espaces communs baignés par la
lumière  du  soleil,  chambres  confortables  et  fraîches,
animation  quotidienne  et  offre  gastronomique  variée  qui
séduira tous les palais. Avec ses piliers de style classique
et ses grandes baies vitrées, l’entrée est majestueuse et
laisse deviner l’intérieur des principaux espaces nobles de
l’hôtel.

Omniprésente,  la  lumière  offre  une  sensation  d’espace,
notamment  dans  l’impressionnant  hall  d’entrée.  Grâce  à  la
rénovation, ce lieu a considérablement gagné en hauteur et
présente  des  plafonds  spectaculaires,  d’où  descendent  des
stores métalliques cintrés dans des nuances marron et dorées,
rappelant les dunes de l’île et les tons sable de l’archipel.

Assorti  au  reste  des  zones  communes  avec  une  décoration
classique, le restaurant principal (et aussi le plus grand)
s’ouvre désormais sur une terrasse abritée par un porche. Les
matériaux employés créent une harmonie visuelle entre bois et
céramiques aux couleurs chaudes, qui participent à l’élégance
et à la sensation d’espace. Un nouveau restaurant thématique,
« Oasis », a fait son apparition et offre de magnifiques vues
sur les dunes de Maspalomas. De même, le bar intérieur, qui a
gagné en capacité d’accueil et en hauteur, s’étend jusqu’au
dehors.

Cet  hôtel  décline  différents  espaces  extérieurs  et  des
terrasses  chill  out,  qui  invitent  à  la  détente  avec  une
ambiance très agréable et une vue fascinante sur les dunes de



Maspalomas. Parmi les deux piscines extérieures, l’une a été
déplacée  afin  de  bénéficier  plus  longtemps  du  soleil  et
propose un bar-lounge avec terrasse de style chill out et vue
sur les dunes, également.

Dans les quelque 350 chambres du Riu Palace Maspalomas, les
clients  profiteront  d’une  détente  absolue  car  RIU  s’est
attaché, dans le cadre de la rénovation, à soigner le moindre
détail pour qu’ils se sentent comme chez eux. Désormais, les
chambres  offrent  une  décoration  plus  fraîche,  avec  des
couleurs plus claires, et un mobilier pratique et moderne
conçu sur mesure en harmonie avec les tissus d’intérieur.

Par  ailleurs,  l’hôtel  a  gagné  en  accessibilité  grâce  à
l’installation de nouvelles rampes et de nouveaux ascenseurs.
De  même,  le  stationnement  des  voitures  électriques  a  été
simplifié et comporte désormais des panneaux solaires pour
produire de l’énergie photovoltaïque et de l’eau chaude.
Évidemment, l’hôtel appliquera les 17 protocoles rassemblés
dans le Manuel post-COVID, mis au point par la chaîne en
collaboration avec la société de conseil Preverisk et dont
l’efficacité  à  garantir  la  sécurité  et  le  bien-être  des
clients  et  collaborateurs  a  été  démontrée  par  les  bons
résultats obtenus.

Pour plus d’informations: www.riu.com

Top  posts  at  Taiwan’s  HK
office  empty  as  ties  get
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worse: sources

Then head of the MAC Lai Shin-yuan at the opening ceremony of
Taiwan’s renamed office in Hong Kong in 2011. CNA file photo

Hong  Kong,  July  17  (CNA)  The  acting  director-general  of
Taiwan’s  representative  office  in  Hong  Kong  has  left  the
Chinese  special  administration  region  after  its  government
refused to extend his work visa.

Kao Ming-tsun (高銘村) reportedly left Hong Kong on Thursday
after he refused to sign an endorsement of Beijing’s “one
China” principle and was denied an extension of his work visa,
according to media reports from Taiwan.

A day before Kao’s departure, division chiefs at the office in
charge  of  consular  affairs  and  general  administration,
respectively, left the former British colony to return to
Taiwan after their work visas expired, according to sources
familiar with the matter.

It is not known if the departures of Chou Chia-jui (周家瑞)
(consular  services)  and  Lee  Chin-mei  (李晉梅)  (general
administration)  also  resulted  from  their  inability  to  get
their work visas extended.

With  the  departures,  of  the  five  divisions  at  the  Taipei
Economic  and  Cultural  Office  in  Hong  Kong,  four  of  them,
responsible  for  consular,  press  and  cultural,  and  liaison
services  and  general  administration,  were  without  division

https://freesun.be/top-posts-at-taiwans-hk-office-empty-as-ties-get-worse-sources/


chiefs.

That has left Ni Bo-chia (倪伯嘉), head of the office’s economic
division, as the highest ranking official at the office.

Despite the exodus, consular and visa services at the office
have remained normal, according to unidentified sources.

This further breakdown in ties comes just weeks after China
imposed  a  National  Security  Law  on  Hong  Kong  that  was
condemned by Taiwan and that many fear will erode the freedom
and rule of law that have long existed in Hong Kong.

Relations  between  Taiwan  and  China  were  already  at
loggerheads, having been that way since Tsai Ing-wen (蔡英文) of
the pro-independence Democratic Progressive Party took office
in May 2016.

Tsai’s government has rejected any suggestion that Taiwan is a
part of China, including the “one China principle,” leading
Beijing to cut off dialogue and cease formal interaction with
Taiwan.

Consequently, the Taiwan office in Hong Kong has been without
a  director-general  since  July  2018  because  the  Hong  Kong
government was reluctant to grant a work visa to Taipei’s
appointee for the post.

The appointee of Taiwan’s Ministry of Culture (MOC) to take
over its office in Hong Kong has faced the same roadblock
since December 2018.

The Taiwan office in Hong Kong is under the Mainland Affairs
Council, Taiwan’s top China policy coordinator, and the MOC’s
representative to Hong Kong doubles as head of the division of
cultural affairs at the office.

As a result, the cultural affairs division has been without a
leader since late 2018.



The MAC has yet to comment on the recent personnel moves.

When Premier Su Tseng-chang (蘇貞昌) was asked about why Kao
left, he said it was because Taiwan is a sovereign independent
country.

“We will firmly defend our sovereignty,” he said, without
confirming if Kao has left Hong Kong because of Beijing’s
rejection of his request to extend his work visa.

(By Stanley Cheung and Elizabeth Hsu)
Enditem/ls

Taiwan  ranked  as  second
safest country in the world

Taipei (CNA) Taiwan is the second safest country in the world,
after Qatar, according to visitors to an online database, who
voted on 133 countries/territories globally.

In the Crime Index by Country 2020 Mid-Year survey, Taiwan
scored 84.74 out of 100 for safety, the online database Numbeo
showed.

That score put Taiwan in second place among 133 countries and
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territories worldwide, followed by the United Arab Emirates
(84.55) and Georgia (79.50).

The top ranked country was Qatar, with a safety score of
88.10, according to Numbeo, which said the results were based
on surveys of visitors to its website who were asked to rate
the  safety  and  overall  level  of  crime  in  the  133
countries/territories  listed.

Photo: Office of the President of
Taiwan, via Flickr.

The crime levels in each country were scored by means of a
straightforward subtraction of the safety score from the total
100 points.

Under  that  system,  Taiwan’s  crime  level  score  was  15.26,
according to Numbeo, which rates the crime levels as very low
if the scores are below 20 in the index, low if the score is
20-40, moderate 40-60, high 60-80, and very high over 80.

The three countries with highest crime scores in the survey
were Venezuela (84.36), Papua New Guinea (80.04) and South
Africa (77.29).

In the biannual online survey, Qatar and Taiwan also ranked
first and second, respectively, for safety in the first one
this year.

(By Joseph Yeh)

Enditem/pc



 

The  Republic  of  China
(Taiwan) is a sovereign and
independent nation

Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen / CNA file photo

The  international  community  widely  recognizes  the
democratic  achievements  symbolized  by  the  recent
elections  in  Taiwan;
China unilaterally undermines peace and stability across
the Taiwan Strait and the wider region;
The vast majority of the Taiwanese people reject the
“one country, two systems” formula;
China  has  no  right  to  interfere  or  make  reckless
comments  when  other  countries  simply  exercise  their
sovereignty;
The “one China principle” is not a widely held consensus
in the international community;
Taiwan calls for positive interactions across the Taiwan
Strait;
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Taiwan  looks  forward  to  continuing  cooperation  and
exchanges with all nations.

After her election victory on 11th January, President Tsai
Ing-wen  said  in  an  interview  with  the  BBC:  “We  are  an
independent country already and we call ourselves the Republic
of China (Taiwan).” She also said China needs to show Taiwan
respect.

However, the permanent mission of the People’s Republic of
China to the UN called upon the UN member states on 15th
January  that  the  so-called  “One-China  principle”  must  be
observed and that any official intervention or engagement with
Taiwan or its offices is against such a principle and should
be avoided.
Such baseless claims expressed by the PRC are against the
facts and absolutely unacceptable. That is why, following the
elections  and  its  results,  more  than  80  nations  and
international organizations conveyed congratulatory messages
to Taiwan.

1. The Republic of China (Taiwan) is not a province of China.
In fact, it has never been ruled by the People’s Republic of
China. These are undisputable facts. China must squarely face
this reality and respect Taiwan.

2.  The  international  community  widely  recognizes  the
democratic achievements symbolized by the recent elections in
Taiwan.
Following Taiwan’s presidential and legislative elections on
January 11, 2020, prominent political figures and individuals
friendly to Taiwan from more than 80 nations and international



organizations—including  Taiwan’s  15  diplomatic  allies  and
countries  such  as  the  United  States,  Japan,  the  United
Kingdom, France, and Germany—conveyed congratulatory messages
to Taiwan via letters, telegrams, and social media posts. US
Secretary  of  State  Mike  Pompeo  released  a  statement  to
congratulate Taiwan on the outcome of the elections. He stated
that Taiwan had once again demonstrated the strength of its
robust democratic system and emphasized that Taiwan is a model
for the Indo-Pacific region and a force for good in the world.

3. China unilaterally undermines peace and stability across
the Taiwan Strait and the wider region.
Over the past three-plus years, Taiwan has made every effort
to maintain the cross-strait status quo on the premise of
safeguarding  national  sovereignty.  Taiwan  has  not  taken
provocative or impulsive actions. In
contrast,  China  has  resorted  to  all  manner  of  tactics  to
suppress Taiwan’s international participation, and intensified
its rhetorical assaults against and military intimidation of
Taiwan. It has also conducted disinformation campaigns in an
attempt to interfere with Taiwan’s elections. China’s actions
are neither beneficial to the positive development of cross-
strait relations nor in the interests of other countries in
the Indo-Pacific.

4. The vast majority of the Taiwanese people reject the “one
country, two systems” formula.
According to public opinion polls in Taiwan, nearly 90 percent
of people in Taiwan reject the “one country, two systems”



formula. China must carefully consider the aspirations and
strong  message  expressed  by  the  Taiwanese  people  in  the
recently held general elections.

5. China has no right to interfere or make reckless comments
when other countries simply exercise their sovereignty.
When other countries officially extend congratulations to the
winners of Taiwan’s elections, invite Taiwanese officials to
visit,  assign  representatives  to  attend  the  presidential
inauguration in Taiwan, or sign any bilateral agreement with
Taiwan,  they  are  simply  exercising  their  independence  and
sovereignty. China has no right to interfere or make reckless
comments about the actions of these countries.

6. The “one China principle” is absolutely not a widely held
consensus in the international community.
Many countries have their own “one China policy,” which may
differ in meaning from the “one China principle” propagated by
China.  In  fact,  a  great  number  of  countries,  in  their
respective communiqués establishing diplomatic relations with
the PRC or other documents, do not mention or recognize the
“one China principle.”

7. Taiwan calls for positive interactions across the Taiwan
Strait.
Peace,  parity,  democracy,  and  dialogue  are  the  keys  to
positive interactions and long-term stable development across
the Taiwan Strait, and offer the only way forward to bringing
people  across  the  strait  closer  together  and  ensuring
reciprocity and mutual benefit. It is hoped that Beijing will
not  undermine  the  positive  development  of  cross-strait
relations. The two sides should jointly endeavor to improve
ties.

8.  Taiwan  looks  forward  to  continuing  cooperation  and
exchanges  with  all  nations.
On the basis of the existing solid foundation, Taiwan looks
forward to continuing to deepen friendship and cooperation



with all countries and international organizations and make
concrete contributions to the international community.

 

Tsai  Ing-wen  reelected  as
Taiwan’s  President:  a  big
victory for democracy

Taipei, Jan. 11 Taiwan’s incumbent President Tsai Ing-wen was
elected to a second four-year term Saturday, winning by a wide
margin over her main competitor, Kaohsiung Mayor Han Kuo-yu of
the opposition Kuomintang (KMT).

The  63-year-old  former  trade  negotiator  of  the  Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) won more than 8 million votes, the
highest number gained by a candidate since Taiwan’s first
presidential election in 1996.

Tsai’s reelection shows the support of the population who
believe and fight for a free and democratic Taiwan not sumise
to the dictatorial regime of Peking. However, this does not
mean 100% adherence to the national policy of President Tsai
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since the KMT wins seats in the legislative elections. In all
cases the DPP retains its absolute majority in the Taiwanese
Parliament.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo congratulated Taiwanese
President Tsai Ing-wen on her re-election and lauded her for
seeking  stability  with  China  “in  the  face  of  unrelenting
pressure.”
In a statement that could anger Beijing, which views Taiwan as
part of China, Pompeo said Taiwan’s democratic system, free
market economy and civil society, made it “a model for the
Indo-Pacific region and a force for good in the world.”

Taipei  hosts  IAPCO  EDGE
Seminar for the third time

With positive feedback received from the previous IAPCO EDGE
Seminar Taipei, the city is once again hosting the seminar
this  year.  Inviting  meeting  professionals  and  association
representatives from Canada, the United Kingdom and Singapore,
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the faculty will share their real-life experiences along with
the latest industry trends.

Making it unique from other training programs in the industry,
there  are  a  lot  of  interactive  sessions  and  in-depth
discussion designed for the IAPCO EDGE Seminar. Delegates will
be  inspired  while  discussing  and  exchanging  ideas  from
different points of view. The mix of program content includes
bidding,  sponsorship,  accounting  &  budgeting,  marketing,
meeting design, meeting industry trends.

Last  year,  many  overseas  delegates  were  attracted  to  the
seminar, including representatives from Abu Dhabi Convention
Bureau, Sarawak Convention Bureau and Thailand Convention and
Exhibition Bureau. Here is a highlight video of the seminar
last year: https://vimeo.com/273861734

Delegates  will  be  given  CMP  (The  Certified  Meeting
Professional) hours by attending the seminar, in order to
improve their competitiveness in the market.

For more information about the seminar and to register, please
visit http://iapcoedgetaipei.org/

Date and Time:
Thursday, 18 April – Saturday, 20 April 2019

Venue:  
Taipei Marriott Hotel (No. 199, Lequn 2nd Road, Zhongshan
District, Taipei City, Taiwan)
Target Audience:  
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PCO,  International  /  National  Corporate  and  Association,
Convention & Visitors Bureau, Meeting Venue, Hotel, Exhibition
Organizer, Destination Management Company, Travel Agency
Speakers:   
Mathias Posch (IAPCO President、President, ICS Canada),
Martin Boyle (IAPCO CEO),
Antonio Codinach (Regional Business Director, APAC, PCMA)
About GIS Group Global Co., Ltd.
Founded  in  1991,  GIS  Group  is  an  architect  of  innovative
meeting  services.  The  company  provide  world-class  quality
services including meeting management, destination management,
audiovisual  and  congress  technology,  venue  management,
catering. We keep our tagline “Every moment inspires!” in mind
when serving clients because we strongly believe that not one
moment of the event is less important. It is and will always
be our mission to create a unique and unforgettable experience
for  all  delegates.  We  are  member  of  many  international
associations including ICCA, IAPCO, SITE and CRN. Official
website: http://www.gisgroup.com
Media Contact
GIS Group Global Co., Ltd. Ms. Haley So
+886 2 8780 5688 #147         haley.so@gisgroup.com
About IAPCO: Meeting Quality 
IAPCO  (International  Association  of  Professional  Congress
Organisers)  is  the  leading  international  association  for
professional conference organisers. Its mission is to raise
the standards of service among its member organisations and
other  sectors  of  the  meetings  industry  through  continued
education, connection and support.  IAPCO represents today 133
companies  comprised  of  over  8300  professional
congress  organisers,  meeting  planners  and  managers  of
international and national congresses, conventions and special
events from 40 countries.
For further information, please contact:
IAPCO Head Office: Brambles House, Colwell Road, Freshwater,
PO40 9SL, UK    www.iapco.org
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New  Payment  Method  for  Air
Tickets  Successfully
Demonstrated
Geneva – The International Air Transport Association (IATA)

announced the successful completion of the first “IATA Pay”
ticket purchase transaction in a live test environment. The
transaction was conducted in partnership with ipagoo, a UK-
based fintech company.

IATA Pay is an industry-supported initiative to develop a new
payment option for consumers when purchasing a ticket directly
from an airline website. It is made possible by the European
Commission’s second Payment Services Directive (PSD2), and the
UK’s Open Banking regulation. These regulations encourage use
of so-called direct debit transactions in which payments are
made from the customer’s bank account directly into the bank
account of the merchant. This method offers an extremely high
level  of  security  to  both  user  and  recipient  and  can  be
instantaneous.

IATA’s  role  is  to  develop  an  industry  solution  enabling
airlines  to  make  this  payment  option  available  on  their
websites. The live test conducted with ipagoo was done under
the UK’s Open Banking framework with IATA Pay pilot airlines,
including Cathay Pacific Airways, Scandinavian Airlines and
Emirates.

For airlines, the advantages of IATA Pay are:

Cheaper payment option compared to other alternatives
Highly secure
Faster cashflow with instant/near instant payment to the
merchant
Simpler payment process resulting in fewer lost sales.
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For consumers the benefits include access to a new, simpler
method of payment that is highly secure.

“Today’s  consumers,  and  especially  millennials,  have
expectations of multiple payment options including mobile and
peer-to-peer. IATA Pay responds to these expectations. At the
same time, airlines are trying to manage significant card
payment costs — $8 billion per year and rising. A large part
of this cost is incurred in direct purchases from airline
websites. One of IATA’s strategic objectives is to support
airlines’  financial  sustainability  including  controlling
costs,” said Aleksander Popovich, IATA’s Senior Vice President
of Financial and Distribution Services.

Carlos Sanchez, CEO, ipagoo said: “We are delighted to have
completed the first Open Banking live transaction for the
airline industry, helping IATA and its member airlines to
achieve their goals of operational and financial efficiency.
ipagoo’s technology provides a secure, multi-country banking
service for IATA. We are at the forefront of development and
innovation  within  the  financial  industry  and  committed  to
helping businesses and their clients take advantage of the
opportunities provided by Open Banking.”

IATA is also working with Deutsche Bank on a prototype for
Europe (excluding the UK), starting with the German market,
which is expected to undergo testing in early 2019.

Following  this,  IATA  will  validate  the  concept  with  the
intention to expand to other regions.



Aeroflot named world’s fifth
most  punctual  airline  and
second in Europe

10 January 2019, Moscow – Aeroflot was the
world’s fifth most punctual airline in 2018,
according  to  authoritative  UK  aviation
publication FlightGlobal.

According  to  the  annual  FlightStats  On-Time  Performance
Service  (OPS)  Awards,  Aeroflot  also  ranked  second  among
Europe’s leading airlines, behind KLM only.

Throughout  2018,  82.98%  of
Aeroflot  flights  operated
according  to  schedule,  one  of
the best results in the global
industry.

The FlightStats OPS Awards is one of the most comprehensive
and objective ratings globally, analysing more than 120,000
flights daily. Departures and arrivals are monitored in real
time, with data from 600 global sources.

“Aeroflot is continuously improving its quality of service,”
said Vitaly Saveliev, CEO of Aeroflot. “We make every effort
to  ensure  our  passengers’  trips  are  as  comfortable  and
punctual as possible. Our priority is to provide the most
comprehensive consideration of passengers’ needs along with
attention to detail at all stages of service.”

In  2018,  Aeroflot  took  a  number  of  measures  to  improve
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punctuality,  including  strict  implementation  of  boarding
regulations  and  hand-luggage  requirements.  Plans  including
innovations based on the latest digital technologies, such as
biometric  controls,  will  significantly  facilitate  and
accelerate  pre-flight  airport  procedures  for  passengers  in
future.

About Aeroflot

Aeroflot is Russia’s flagship carrier and a proud member of
the  SkyTeam  global  airline  alliance.  Aeroflot  serves  152
destinations in 55 countries.

Aeroflot’s 252-strong fleet is the youngest of any airline
worldwide  that  operates  more  than  100  aircraft.  In  2017,
Aeroflot  carried  32.8  million  passengers  (50.1  million
passengers as Aeroflot Group including subsidiaries).

Aeroflot holds 4-Star Airline status from Skytrax and was
named Best Airline in Eastern Europe for the seventh time at
the 2018 Skytrax World Airline Awards. Aeroflot has also been
awarded  a  five-star  global  airline  rating  by  US  aviation
association APEX.

Aeroflot is the world’s strongest airline brand according to
leading brand strategy consultancy Brand Finance.

Find out more at http://www.aeroflot.com/
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We  are  glad to
inform you, that
exhibition center

ExpoGeorgia will host 
the 21th International
Caucasus Tourism Fair
– CTF 2019 on May

03-05, 2019.
In the frame of CTF
2019 we will host
Caucasus MICE and
HORECA Georgia
exhibitions.

Exhibition is an
international platform

for Georgia’s
domestic,  regional 
and  international 
tourism development

and always  
accompanied   by 

entertaining  events,
presentations, B2B

meetings and
conferences.

Teona Tavadze,
Head of the Sales

Department
Exhibition Center

ExpoGeorgia
118, Tsereteli Ave.

Tel: + 995 32 2 341100
(ext: 106)

Cell: + 995 577 733995
tavadze@expogeorgia.ge
sales@expogeorgia.ge
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