Bellewaerde perd lion Figaro

Bellewaerde regrette la perte du lion Figaro, l’unique mâle
chez les lions du parc. Hier, les soigneurs ont dû dire adieu
à l’animal. Figaro avait 14.5 ans.
Figaro est un lion né le 5 avril 2004 à Olmense Zoo en
Belgique. Il est arrivé à Bellewaerde en 2007. Comme unique
mâle du troupeau, il était facilement reconnaissable à sa
crinière. Aujourd’hui, il reste encore 3 lionnes dans le parc.
Fracture complexe
Cet été, le lion Figaro s’est blessé la patte arrière. Lors
d’une radiographie, une fracture complexe a été constatée. En
collaboration avec la faculté de médecine vétérinaire de
l’Université de Gand, il a été décidé d’opérer Figaro.
L’opération s’est très bien passée et Figaro est resté 8
semaines dans son enclos intérieur.
Figaro, d’un fort tempérament,

n’a pas laissé suffisamment de

temps à la fracture de guérir. Par conséquent, la blessure
s’est infectée, Figaro manquait d’appétit et souffrait d’une
léthargie générale.
Les spécialistes de l’Université de Gand se sont rendus sur
place pour des recherches supplémentaires, mais ils n’ont
malheuresement pas trouvé la cause de l’affaiblissement
continu de Figaro. De plus, comme Figaro ne mangeait plus, les
soigneurs n’arrivaient pas à lui donner ses médicaments.

Adieu émotionnel
Malgré sa longue expérience avec les carnivores, comme les
lions, tigres et léopards de l’Amour, l’équipe n’a pas réussi
à rétablir le lion. On a donc dû prendre la triste, mais
unique décision bonee de laisser le lion s’endormir
éternellement. Un moment très émotionnel pour les soigneurs et
le vétérinaire, qui ont donné toute leur attention et les
meilleurs soins au lion ces dernières semaines.
“Finalement, Figaro était trop affaibli, et nous avons du
décider d’abréger ses souffrances. Le laisser partir était la
seule option qui nous restait,” selon Melissa Nollet,
vétérinaire à Bellewaerde.
Lion Figaro était un animal très aimé et une icône pour le
parc. Son décès est un coup dur pour les employés, mais
surtout pour les soigneurs du parc.
L’animal sera transporté à la Faculté de médecine vétérinaire
de l’Université de Gand pour des recherches scientifiques.

President Tsai plans to make
Taiwan an Asian hub for
startups

Taipei, Sept. 25 (CNA) President Tsai Ing-wen (蔡英文) said
Tuesday that her administration will offer incentives and
revise regulations as part of its plan to develop Taiwan as a
regional hub for startups.
The incentives will include more tax credits, Tsai said in an
address at the opening of the annual congress of the World
Taiwanese Chamber of Commerce in Taipei.
She said the government is also moving to cultivate talent,
attract more foreign professionals and abolish the outdated
regulations in the Company Act.
Taiwan has already launched a startup park in Linkou District,
New Taipei, which is linked to Taiwan Tech Arena in Taipei,
Asia Silicon Valley in Taoyuan County, and the Hsinchu Science
Park, Tsai said.
Furthermore, the recent decisions by international business
giants to invest or expand their operations in Taiwan were
indicative of a positive outlook on Taiwan’s future
development, she said, citing companies such as Google,
Microsoft, Cisco System, Amazon, Siemens, Dassault Aviation,
Rockwell International, and Mitsubishi as examples.
Taiwan’s economy is on the rise, as indicated by its improved
performance in the areas of economic growth, unemployment,
exports, and the stock market, said Tsai.

She said her administration is also working to strengthen the
cultural and creative sector, starting with two projects that
are being formulated by the Ministry of Culture to drive the
cultural industries.
The chamber’s opening ceremony was also attended by Director
of the American Institute in Taiwan Brent Christensen, former
Vice President of the United States Dick Cheney, and Stephen
Yates, a former deputy national security adviser to Cheney.
(By Ku Chuan and Shih Hsiu-chuan)
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Taiwan seeks international
scientists for new research
ship

Taipei, Sept. 24 (CNA) Taiwan is scheduled to launch a new
research vessel in late October to conduct marine research in
the waters south of the country that might involve scientists
from the Philippines and Vietnam to enhance its research
capability and increase its international visibility.

The 2,629-ton ship named the Legend (勵進), constructed in
Vietnam by Triyards Marine Services, a Singapore shipbuilder,
has the capacity to accommodate 19 crew members and 24
researchers. It can sail up to 30 days without refueling,
according to National Applied Research Laboratories (NARLabs).
NARLabs will have discussions with local marine researchers in
the coming days to determine topics to be researched during
the ship’s maiden voyage, including such possible options as
underwater exploration and combustible ice exploration, said
Wang Chau-chang (王兆璋), director of the Taiwan Ocean Research
Institute at NARLabs.
Noting that international cooperation is critical to marine
research, as seen in the development of the field in the
United States, Japan and South Korea, Wang said NARLabs has
been exploring the possibility of inviting Philippine and
Vietnamese researchers
counterparts.
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The ship was procured to strengthen Taiwan’s oceanography
research capabilities after the country’s 2,700-ton research
vessel the RV Ocean Researcher 5 sank in waters off Penghu in
2014.
NARLabs purchased the Legend at a cost of about NT$870 million
(US$28.09 million). The ship, which was delivered in Januray,
has a top speed of 12 knots and was inaugurated at Kaohsiung’s
Banana Pier in May.
“We have learnt lessons to prevent a repeat tragedy of the RV
Ocean Researcher 5,” Wang said.
For one thing, Wang said, unlike the single-hull RV Ocean
Researcher 5, the double-hull structure used for the Legend
enforces its ability to withstand collision damage.
The Legend has been equipped with standby safety vessels and
life rafts on both sides of the ship that can accommodate four

times the number of individuals the ship can hold, Wang added.
Meanwhile, the crew members who will participate in the
Legend’s missions have been selected through a rigorous
screening process and have received training from the Taiwan
Ocean Research Institute.
(By Chu Tse-wei and Shih Hsiu-chuan)
Enditem/J

Taiwan
thanks
U.S.
for
approving sale of military
spare parts

Taipei, Sept. 25 (CNA) Taiwan on Tuesday thanked the United
States for approving the sale of a new arms package that will
replenish the supply of spare parts for a number of Taiwan’s
military aircraft, including its F-16s, to beef up its defense
capabilities.
The Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) under the U.S.
Department of Defense (DoD) announced Monday that the State
Department has approved a possible Foreign Military Sales

Order (FMSO) II covering requisitions worth an estimated
US$330 million.
The possible sale includes the replenishment of standard spare
parts and the repair and replacement of spare parts in support
of the F-16, C-130, F-5, Indigenous Defense Fighter (IDF) and
other aircraft systems and subsystems, the DSCA statement
said.
Presidential Office spokesman Alex Huang (黃重諺) expressed
gratitude for the move, saying it will beef up Taiwan’s selfdefense capabilities and shows that Washington is keeping its
promise to Taipei to provide defensive weapons under the
Taiwan Relations Act and the Six Assurances.
“It will also give Taiwan’s people more confidence in facing
increasing security challenges in the region and ensure that
our country has enough of a capability to maintain peace and
stability across the Taiwan Strait,” he said.
The government will also continue to beef up its investment in
national defense and develop an indigenous defense industry
while maintaining close communications and cooperation with
the U.S. on security issues, Huang said.
According to the DSCA, the proposed sale of spare and repair
parts is required to maintain the recipient’s defensive and
transport aerial fleet and will not alter the basic military
balance in the region.
This notice of a potential sale to the U.S. Congress is
required by law and does not mean the sale has been concluded,
according to the DSCA.
Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defense said the deal is
expected to officially take effect in one month.
According to a nine-step flow chart Taiwan’s Defense Ministry
published earlier this year that shows the standard procedures

used by Taiwan in pursuing Foreign Military Sales (FMS) from
the U.S. government, Taiwan first decides what weapons it
needs and then submits a Letter of Request to the U.S. for
review.
Should the U.S. give the request a green light, it sends an
answer to Taiwan detailing its offer.
Taipei then reviews the offer and completes a proposal for the
procurement project that it sends back to the U.S.
Different government branches on the U.S. side then look over
the proposal before the U.S. government notifies Congress of
the sale and the DSCA makes the deal public.
The process is completed once the two sides sign a letter of
offer and acceptance, according to the MND-released chart.
Congress does not have to approve the sale separately but it
has the power to block the sale, though such a move is highly
unlikely in this case.
(By Joseph Yeh)
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Refreshed WTM Ministerial
Summit to Tackle Innovation &
Technology Investment

Madrid, Spain, 24 September 2018
– Investment in innovation and
smart management for tourism
will form the major theme of the
Ministerial Summit of this
year’s World Travel Market, to
be held in London, UK (6
November 2018). The 2018 Summit,
a joint initiative of World Travel Market and the World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO), will debut a revamped format

This year’s World Travel Market (WTM) will introduce a
disruptive new format to the long-running UNWTO/WTM
Ministerial Summit. With the private sector crucial in setting
the tourism agenda, private sector leaders will be involved
for the first time via a panel on investment in tourism
technology. This will be followed by a round table of both
ministers and private sector to discuss a way forward for
tourism that includes stronger public-private partnerships and
an agenda for the sector’s digital transformation.
The 2018 Summit will be hosted by CNN’s Richard Quest, anchor
of Quest Means Business. Developing an innovation ecosystem,
data-driven decision making, digital destination branding, and
the role of government and policy in smart tourism management
are among the topics to be addressed this year.
The Summit reflects on a hyper-connected and informed world
where tourists are one click away from their next destination
and share their interests and emotions in real-time – and
where technological advances have an exponential impact on
management efficiency and sustainability. It will expand its
practical impact with a focus on creating and exchanging

innovative ideas and partnerships that can boost investments
in tourism technology.
The Summit will continue the conversation on ‘Tourism and the
Digital Transformation’ that is set to dominate proceedings
for this year’s World Tourism Day official celebration on
Thursday 27 September. The event, to be held in Budapest,
Hungary, will feature sessions on the role of innovation and
technology in tourism development. It will also see the
announcement of the semi-finalists of the 1st UNWTO Tourism
Startup Competition, launched by UNWTO and Globalia to give
visibility to tourism startups with innovative and disruptive
ideas.
Useful links:
UNWTO/WTC Ministerial Summit website
World Travel Market website
UNWTO World Tourism Day website

airBaltic Carries 18% More
Passengers During Summer

Riga. The Latvian airline
airBaltic has transported 2 770
047 or 18% passengers more
during the first eight months of
2018 than in the same period
last year to its network
spanning Europe, Scandinavia,
Russia, CIS and the Middle East.
In August 2018, 440 562 passengers or 14% more than last year
travelled with airBaltic. In addition in summer season
airBaltic carried +18% more passengers, marking this period as
a record for the airline.
Martin Gauss, Chief Executive Officer of
airBaltic: “This was the strongest summer in
the history of the airline, successfully
continuing the sustainable growth path the
company has taken. While performing more
flights to a wider variety of destinations, we still are
aiming to achieve our world-class internal targets for both
punctuality and regularity.”
During the first eight months of 2018 airBaltic has operated
37 186 flights. In August 2018, the airline performed 5 341
flights, or 11% more than in the same period of 2017. The
airline’s load factor, which represents the number of
passengers as a proportion of the number of available seats,
during first eight months of 2018 was at a level of 77%, but
in August 2018 – 84%.
The 15 minute flight punctuality indicator for airBaltic
during the first eight months of 2018 reached a level of 86%.
This means that more than 86 out of every 100 airBaltic
flights departed at the planned time or with a delay of no
more than 15 minutes. Only less than 2% of flights were
delayed more than an hour.

August, 2018 August, 2017

Changes

Number of passengers

440 562

386 597

+14%

Number of flights

5 341

4 799

+11%

Load factor

84%

86%

-2%-points

84%

85%

-1%-point

15-minute flight
punctuality indicator

January –
January –
August, 2018 August, 2017

Changes

Number of passengers

2 770 047

2 345 371

+18%

Number of flights

37 186

33 059

+12%

Load factor

77%

78%

-1%-point

86%

87%

-1%-point

15-minute flight
punctuality indicator

airBaltic serves over 70 destinations from Riga, Tallinn and
Vilnius, offering the largest variety of destinations and
convenient connections via Riga to its network spanning
Europe, Scandinavia, the CIS and the Middle East. For summer
2019, airBaltic has introduced three new destinations from
Tallinn to Malaga, Brussels and Copenhagen. In addition, next
summer airBaltic will launch a new direct route connecting
Riga and Stuttgart.

Hong Kong Airlines adds Macao
to network with new TurboJET
codeshare

Hong Kong Airlines has announced
that it will add the entertainment centre of Macao to its
growing network, following the signing of a codeshare
agreement with ferry services company, TurboJET.

The new partnership, which is the
first of its kind for Hong Kong Airlines, will see TurboJET
add the airline’s “HX” code onto its multiple daily ferry
services between SkyPier at Hong Kong International Airport
and Macao Outer Harbour Ferry Terminal.
Macao is among one of the world’s richest regions and an
integral part of the Greater Bay Area. The new codeshare
service enables travellers flying with Hong Kong Airlines to
benefit from increased connectivity options, a convenient
transfer experience and seamless entry point into the Pearl
River Delta region.
From 26 September 2018, Hong Kong Airlines customers
travelling to Macao via Hong Kong, as well as those departing
Macao for other destinations via Hong Kong will be able travel
on the codeshare ferry service. The schedule for ferry

services out of Hong Kong is from 1100-2200 every day, while
daily services departing Macao are from 0715-1945.
As an added benefit, the baggage allowance for both ferry and
flight segments are identical. Regardless of the travel class
on TurboJET’s ferry service, passengers booked on Hong Kong
Airlines Business Class and Economy Class will be entitled to
the same amount of baggage that they would receive when
travelling with the airline.
TurboJET offers two classes of travel – Super Class and
Economy Class. Super Class passengers will receive a
complimentary meal during their ferry journey, enjoy
greater comfort on reclinable seats and benefit from priority
disembarkation upon arrival.
The codeshare ferry service will be available for sale
starting from 20 September 2018, and purchasable globally
through travel agents. Customers can book up to ten months
ahead of their planned travel date and change their itinerary
by simply contacting their travel agent.
Hong Kong Airlines Commercial Director Mr Michael Ma said: “We
are delighted to partner with Turbojet to offer convenient
air-to-sea connections for our customers travelling to Macao
via Hong Kong. With just one itinerary, visitors to Macao will
enjoy a seamless connection to one of the world’s greatest
entertainment centre in the Pearl River Delta region.”
The Director of Macao Government Tourism Office (MGTO), Maria
Helena de Senna Fernandes, said: “We are always happy to see
different tourism operators come together to present solutions
to facilitate travelling to Macao. The smoother sea-air
transport services brought by the new Hong Kong Airlines
codeshare agreement with TurboJET will benefit visitors from
near and afar. With the convenience brought by this service,
more visitors will certainly be encouraged to come to Macao –
a destination recently designated a UNESCO Creative City of
Gastronomy – and experience our east-meets-west heritage

listed by UNESCO, our state of the art integrated resorts, the
rich calendar of events, and more, as we pave the way to
transform the city into a world centre of tourism and
leisure”.

